
 

2017 State Finals Ground Rules 
 
 
1. The top 24 contestants in each event shall be eligible to enter the State Finals 

Rodeo.  More contestants may be eligible due to ties. 
 
2. Mandatory contestant meeting to be held 1 ½ hours prior to the start of the first 

performance Friday morning.  Attendance will be taken by state student officers.  
Contestants not in attendance will be drawn out of the first go. 

 
3. Students that have sold at least $100 in raffle tickets and/or calendars will have 

their rodeo entry fees waived;  those who didn’t sell a minimum of $100 in raffle 
tickets/calendars will pay entry fees for the 1st and 2nd go rounds.  Entry fees will 
not be charged for the Short Go. 

 
4. Contestant numbers shall be split evenly between morning and evening 

performances; if there are 25 contestants, 13 will compete Friday morning and  
12 Friday night.  Performance order for contestants shall be:  Friday 
morning/Saturday evening and Friday evening/Saturday morning.   

 
5. Due to the contestant numbers Bareback, Saddle Bronc and Bull Riding 

contestants will compete in the evening performances only.   
 
6. The order of events will be the same as a regular season rodeo.  Cow Cutting’s 

first go will be girls cutting then boys cutting;  second go will be boys cutting then 
girls cutting;  short go will be girls cutting then boys cutting. 

 
7. Competition order shall be drawn for the first go and reversed for the second go.   
 Cow Cutting and Reined Cow Horse will be a random draw for both the first and 

second go’s. 
 
8. The Short Go will run from last position in the standings down to first in the 

standings.  The roughstock events will also compete in this order.  Barrel racing, 
pole bending, cow cutting and reined cow horse for the Short Go will be a random 
draw.   

 
9. 30 second time limit on cattle timed events, not to include cutting.  Catch pen gate 

shall remain closed until time limit expires or contestant calls for time. 
 
10.  Because the State Finals has an average, in the 1st and 2nd go, team ropers are 

given 3 loops, tie down and breakaway ropers are given 2 loops but must be 
carrying both loops.  In the Short Go, team ropers are limited to 2 loops, tie down 
and breakaway ropers to 1 loop. 

 
11. Performance Times:  On Thursday, the 1st Go of Cutting will start at 8 am with the 

2nd Go to begin immediately following.  Friday and Saturday morning rodeo 
performances will start at 10 am and the evening rodeo performances to start at    
6 pm.  The Short Go for Cutting will start at 1 pm on Friday.  Sunday’s Short Go 
Rodeo will start at 12:30 pm beginning with the queen coronation.   

 



 
12. Contestants are required to be in full western attire when in the arena/grandstand 

area, regardless of when they compete.  Contestants must wear their back number 
at all times from Friday morning to Sunday following awards. 

 
13. The top 12 contestants in the standings following two go rounds and the average 

are eligible for competition in the short go round.  No more than 12 contestants 
shall compete in the short go (except for ties).  The average points shall be 
determined after the first two go rounds. 

 
14. The barrier will be re-tied for each contestant.  
 
15. Barrel racing, pole bending and goat tying shall be staked so each contestant has 

a straight run from the center gate. 
 
16. The number of rakes for barrels and poles will be determined by the ground 

conditions. 
 
17. There will be no more than 5 runs on each goat. 
 
18. No pet animals shall be brought into the rodeo/grandstand area. 
 
19. No alcohol shall be evident on the arena grounds. 
 
20. NDHSRA licensed logo only to be on all merchandise sold by North Dakota High 

School Rodeo Association.  Host committee may sell merchandise that does not 
contain the official NHSRA nor NDHSRA logos.  Fundraisers to be sold or 
approved only by NDHSRA board – such as raffle, 50/50, etc. 

 
21. All National Finals paperwork must be completed Sunday following the awards 

ceremony.  The National office requires both custodial parents be present to sign 
and notarize all documents. 

 
 
 
 
 


